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DYSPHAGIA RESEARCH MEETING

29th November 2004

Department of Human Communication

Chandler House

University College London

1. Matters Arising

Naming the group

After much debate and a very close margin between UKSRG and SUK!, the group agreed that the meeting should be called the: 

United Kingdom Swallowing Research Group (UKSRG). 

From now on all correspondence will have this title

Addition of several new names to the distribution

Following the last meeting on the 30th September the group identified several professions which were underrepresented. Existing group members have now contacted colleagues to attempt to fill these professional areas. However, since it is an express wish of the group overall for it not to be dominated by a single professional group we are still looking for members from professions such as human nutrition, dietetics, radiography, radiology, paediatrics, learning disability, biomechanics and basic science.  Several suggestions were made and we suggested that group members forward the minutes of our meetings to their colleagues. If they want to be added to the group distribution list then they can contact Maxine power by e mail: mpower@fs1.ho.man.ac.uk
Action: Group members to contact colleagues re group membership and three nominations from paediatrics, learning disability and ENT to be put forward for committee membership.

Patient Involvement / User Representation

A suggestion from several members has been that we consider the inclusion of patients / carers / parents in the group. This was discussed and it was felt that the inclusion of patients within the group would be welcomed. There was some debate about the role / function they might have and one suggestion was that it would be useful to have a list of people who might be co-opted onto groups doing certain tasks, for example putting together a programme of lectures for the conference or lobbying for funding / support. 

Tag our meeting onto another meeting

The group felt that given the diversity of the aims of the group this might limit its scope and attendance. It was agreed that in the first instance that the group should function as an independent meeting but that possible collaborations could be sought in the future, for example with the European group

Website

The group agreed that the development of a website would be an excellent idea, however, the suggestion is that we seek out support from one of our potential sponsors to design and update the site. This has been done by the stroke nursing forum in conjunction with one of their sponsors but has not been without its problems.

2. Committee Membership

Nominations have been received for the following people to be the first steering group:

David Smithard
Lin Perry

Paula Leslie

Shaheen Hamdy

Christina Smith

Steve Davies

Maxine Power

This was discussed and the group definitely felt that this gave a heavy focus to acquired neurological dysphagia (in particular stroke). In order to balance this it was suggested that 3 additional members from the field of learning disability, head and neck and paediatrics will be sought (as described above).

The committee will then meet to discuss their roles within the group (and to nominate a chair/secretary/treasurer) and a programme outline for the first conference.

3. Programme Outline

The group agreed that the programme should run over 2 days with a conference dinner but that flexibility should be offered for attendees to ‘pick and mix’ their attendance times by having separate rates for the conference dinner and the two days.

The group also agreed that fees should be kept under £200 for the two days. Anything more than this would not be competitive.

Session topics were put forward to guide the committee these were: basic science; instrumental examination and therapeutic management. 

The steering group will need to identify ‘key note’ speakers who will be able to lead the session with a state of the art lecture and chair a scientific session.

4. Organisation of the venue etc

It was agreed that we needed to look for a conference organiser to assist with the logistics of organising the event. Maxine brought a sample of the conference booklets from DRS and the University of Salford Foot and ankle conference. The group agreed that the quality of these booklets was good and that we should seek further information about whether this would be a possible administration source.

Since the meeting I have met with Janice Fletcher (conference organiser) and she has suggested 4 possibilities:

1. Onsite at the University of Salford (would need to be 3 or 4th week in Sept)

2. Manchester United Football ground

3. Lancashire Cricket Club

4. The Reebok stadium (Bolton)

She is going to get prices etc for all of the above. If anyone has any strong preferences let me know. She does however, point out that MUFC is a strong pull for overseas delegates.

Please read the minutes and forward any comments, suggestions or nominations myself mpower@fs1.ho.man.ac.uk
Merry Christmas

Maxine

Action: Group members to identify patients / parents who would be willing to participate in the group and forward the details to Maxine Power. 











